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The Iron Man of India: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

"Manpower without unity is not a strength unless it is harmonized and
united properly, then it becomes a spiritual power."
— Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

[ Short Story: The Leader Who United India

When India gained independence in 1947, the country faced a huge challenge. There were
over 560 small kingdoms (princely states) scattered across the land, each with its own
ruler. If they remained separate, India would have been broken into hundreds of tiny
countries!

The huge responsibility of bringing everyone together was given to Vallabhbhai Patel.
With immense patience, firm leadership, and brilliant diplomacy, he traveled across the

nation, convincing every king and ruler that remaining united as one strong nation was best
for everyone.

Because of his unstoppable willpower and determination, people called him the "Iron Man
of India". The farmers of Bardoli lovingly gave him the title "Sardar", which means Chief
or Leader!

Quick Fun Facts About Sardar Patel:
o Statue of Unity: The world's tallest statue (182 meters) in Gujarat was built in his honor!

+ National Unity Day: His birthday on October 31st is celebrated across India as Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day).

* First Deputy PM: He served as India's very first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister.

% Unity & Teamwork Challenge

Sardar Patel showed that we accomplish big goals when we work together as a team! Write down
1 way you can bring people together or work peacefully in a team today:

My Teamwork Promise:
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