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The Spark of the Great Revolt: Mangal Pandey

"When a person fights for their self-respect and motherland, courage

becomes their greatest weapon!"

— Inspired by the Spirit of 1857

📖 Short Story: The Soldier Who Stood Up First

In the year 1857, India was under the rule of the British East India Company. A young

soldier named Mangal Pandey was serving in the army at Barrackpore, Bengal. He was

known among his fellow soldiers as brave, disciplined, and deeply devoted to his faith and

country.

One day, a new type of rifle called the Enfield Rifle was introduced. To load it, soldiers had

to bite off the ends of paper cartridges, which were greased with animal fat that hurt the

religious beliefs of both Hindu and Muslim soldiers.

While others hesitated, Mangal Pandey decided he would not stay silent against injustice.

On March 29, 1857, he bravely marched forward and called upon his fellow soldiers to

stand up for their dignity. His single act of defiance sparked the Indian Rebellion of 1857

—India's First War of Independence!

🌟 Quick Fun Facts About Mangal Pandey:

First Spark: He is remembered as one of the very first heroes of India's freedom struggle in

1857.

Commemorative Stamp: The Government of India issued a postage stamp with his face in

1984 to honor his bravery.

Mangal Pandey Park: A memorial park has been built in Barrackpore where his inspiring

legacy lives on!

🦁 Stand Up for Fairness Challenge

Mangal Pandey showed us that standing up for fairness requires great courage. Write down 1

way you can speak up for what is fair when playing games or working in groups:

My Action for Fairness: _____________________________________________
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