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The Missile Man & People's President: Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

From Paperboy to Rocket Scientist

"Dreams are not those which you see while sleeping; dreams are those
which do not let you sleep."”
— Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

L Short Story: Watching Birds Take Flight

Young Abdul Kalam grew up in a humble home in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. To help
support his family, little Kalam woke up before dawn every morning to collect and distribute
newspapers across his town before heading to school!

One day at school, his teacher took the class to the seashore to show them how birds fly.
Watching the birds soar gracefully into the sky sparked a lifelong fascination in Kalam's
mind. He decided right then that he too would build machines that fly into space!

Through hard work and dedication, Kalam became India's top space scientist, building
rockets like SLV-3 and satellite launch systems. He went on to become the 11th President
of India, fondly remembered as the "People"s President" who loved spending time inspiring
school children across the world!

Quick Fun Facts About Dr. Kalam:

e The Missile Man: He led the development of India's prestigious space rockets and missiles
like Agni and Prithvi.

 Bharat Ratna: He was honored with India's highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna, in 1997.

« World Students' Day: His birthday on October 15th is celebrated globally as World
Students' Day in recognition of his love for kids and teaching!

« Big Dreamer Challenge

Dr. Kalam believed every child has a unique superpower to change the world with hard work and
curiosity. Write down 1 big dream you want to achieve for your country:

My Big Dream for India:
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